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Annex 1: literature search terms used in PubMed, EBSCO, and ProQuest databases for the
systematic review of sms-based interventions for ART adherence among PLHIV

Database Search Strategy

PubMed (("HIV"[MeSH] or "HIV Infections"[MeSH or "Human immunodeficiency virus"[tiab] or "PLHIV"[tiab]) and ("short message
service"[tiab] or "SMS reminder"[tiab] or "text message"[tiab] or "mobile phone"[tiab] or "mHealth"[tiab]) and ("antiretroviral
therapy"[MeSH] or "ART adherence"[tiab] or "treatment adherence"[tiab]) and ("randomized controlled trial"[pt] or
"RCT"[tiab] or "clinical trial"[pt]))

EBSCO ("short message service" or "SMS reminder" or "text message" or "mobile phone" or "mHealth") and ("HIV" or "people living
with HIV" or "PLHIV") and ("antiretroviral therapy" or "ART adherence" or "treatment adherence") and ("efficacy" or
"effectiveness" or "outcome" or "clinical trial")

ProQuest #1 mesh.Exact("Human Immunodeficiency Virus") or mesh.Exact("HIV Infections") #2 noft(("short message service" or "SMS

reminder" or "text message" or "mobile phone" or "mHealth")) #3 noft (("antiretroviral therapy" or "ART adherence" or
"treatment adherence")) #4 noft (("randomized controlled trial" or "clinical trial" or "RCT")) #5 (#1 and #2 and #3 and #4)

ART: antiretroviral therapy; HIV: human immunodeficiency virus; PLHIV: people living with HIV; SMS: short message service;
mHealth: mobile health
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