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A Christmas tree cataract
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Image in medicine

A 70-year-old man referred for cataract surgery, had on
examination a palette of colored needle-shaped opacities in the
cortex and anterior nucleus of the lens, consistent with unilateral
Christmas tree cataract. This type of cataract result from the

accelerated breakdown of membrane associated proteins. The

peptides and amino-acids accumulate in the lumen of the reticular

meshwork, and cystine is concentrated beyond the level of Figure 1: palette of colored needle-shaped opacities in the cortex
crystallization, giving rise to growing crystals. and anterior nucleus of the lens (A and B)
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